
 

The Winter Olympics weren’t the only snowy weather events taking the spotlight 

this winter in Canada. MichCanSka 2010 the international  snowmobiling charity 

ride from Michigan  to Alaska (through Canada) that benefits Diabetes Research 

also added to winter excitement. This legendary trip of  a lifetime is no longer a 

dream, it has become a reality that will be etched in the history books of organized 

snowmobiling forever. The MichCanSka snowmobile journey from Sault Ste. 

Marie Michigan to Tok Alaska was completed on March 8, 2010, in 21 days.  

   When riders of the event are asked about their lifetime snowmobile adventures, 

they will be able to respond:  My trip of a lifetime went through 4 time zone 

changes, 4,000 miles of some of the most scenic landscape in North America, 

every type of terrain including a lap around the world famous Soo– 500 mile race-

track, groomed trails, ungroomed trails, ditch banging, mountain sugar snow, lake 

riding, river riding, across prairies, mountain passes, valleys, gorges and windy 

conditions that blew one snowmobiler off her sled and moved others 5 foot side-

ways.  We rode through climates that ranged from 27 degrees below zero to 45  

degrees above zero, sunny days, cloudy days and snowy days.  We had to deal 

with daily personality conflicts, and believe me there were a few.  Just about  

everything that could go wrong with the snowmobiles did go wrong, and with the 

help of locals and snowmobile clubs, we managed to make all the necessary  

repairs the same night, and always by the next day.  The new relationships that 

were forged will last a lifetime and every rider reached outside themselves to lend 

a helping hand to whoever needed it.   

   There were many nay-sayers in the beginning that said it would never get off the 

ground, it would never work, we would never get many riders and half of them 

would drop out.  But on the eighth day of March 2010, a group of 54 riders walked 

out of the Downtown Hotel in Dawson City Yukon, assembled in parade formation 

and the originator and organizer of this fantastic snowmobile event, Bill Bradfield, 

mounted his sled with the American and Canadian flags flying along with the 

MichCanSka banner and turned back to face the others and shouted the command 

“LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, START YOUR ENGINES, we are going to 

ALASKA!” See Backside 



     It was at that precise moment at 8AM, the group called the MichCanSkans wrote 

a new chapter in the history book of snowmobiling, the sport that we have a passion 

for, and we rode over the Top of the World Highway from Dawson City Yukon to 

Tok, Alaska. 

   Billed as the Iditarod of Snowmobiling, an Epic Adventure, the Snowmobile Trip 

of a Lifetime, all can be said to be true and much, much more.  MichCanSka was a 

word that never existed before, a word that now represents a dream for so many 

who live with diabetes.  It is truly a great feeling to know that you have a significant 

mission to help millions of people Worldwide.  It marks the beginning of a North 

American Journey for a cure. 

   The accomplishments of MichCanSka can be summed up as follows: 

We completed the dream trip of a lifetime.  We showed the State, our Nation,  

Canada and the World that snowmobilers are a very caring group of people that are 

willing to help others in need.  We received accolades from all snowmobile  

magazines nationwide including MSA, Winning Edge, Michigan Snowmobiler, 

Snowgoer, and American Snowmobiler.  An estimated 20 Newspapers in Michigan 

did feature articles and at least another 20 in other States and Canada.  At least 12 

separate live radio interviews and 8 different television segments.  The Diabetes Re-

search Institute did a National news release that also went to the associated press.   

   On behalf of MichCanSka, I received a proclamation from Mayor Barnett from 

city of Cadillac, presented at the North American Snowmobile Festival.   

A proclamation and a key to the City of Tok Alaska. 

A proclamation from the Alaskan Trailblazers including a beautiful plaque. 

The honor of dropping the green flag and starting the Soo-500 mile race.   

Stimulated the American and Canadian economies by 1.1 MILLION DOLLARS. 

But by far the greatest accomplishment of all was to look into the teary eyes of 

some of the donors who had lost loved ones to Diabetes and hear them say this is 

for my mother, father, son or daughter.  This made it all worthwhile, and it will 

make the legend of MichCanSka live on. 

Our fiscal year ended May 15, 2010 and donations continue to pour in.  This year’s 

total has exceeded $100,000.00 

   We thank the following people that gave us a tremendous amount of help and  

encouragement, the board of directors of the I-500 Snowmobile Race, the Mayor, 

City Manager and all of the staff of the City of Salt Ste. Marie, the Michigan  

Snowmobile Association, Nelson’s Speedshop, all of the snowmobile clubs in  

America and Canada that helped with donations, guides, meals and lodging and 

snowmobile repairs, Track Inc., Klim USA, the Diabetes Research Institute, Sheet 

Metal Workers Unions, Allstate Insurance, Oswego Creative  and hundreds of do-

nors who also took up the cause.  In Tok Alaska, we celebrated our accomplish-

ments and also decided the newborn legend, MichCanSka, will live on to try to ful-

fill the dream of 285 million people, a cure for diabetes.  Our 2011  

adventure will be a loop around Lake Superior, we will try to do the Alaska adven-

ture every even year with the next one scheduled for 2012.  Please visit our website 

at www.michcanska.com for donation or to view video from the trip.   

 

-Bill Bradfield President, MichCanSka 


